“Promising Practices in Pretrial Diversion” 
Highlights
The National Association of Pretrial Services Agencies (NAPSA) has a 2010 publication entitled “Promising Practices in Pretrial Diversion” in which the MCAO/TASC Adult Deferred Prosecution Program (Maricopa County TASC) is nationally recognized as a model pretrial diversion program. Highlights from this publication with reference pages are as follows:

· Only 36% of respondents to this survey maintained data on recidivism, there is a dearth of recent evaluations of pretrial diversion programs and more comprehensive literature about the pretrial diversion field is dated (p.16);
· More than a third of the NAPSA survey respondents (36%) indicated that they were governed by a memorandum of understanding (MOU) executed between key system actors, typically the prosecutor, the court, and the diversion program (p.18). (Maricopa County TASC has a current MOU with MCAO updated in 2009);  

· Maricopa County TASC is one of the few programs that diverts drug dependent defendants charged with felonies (p.25);

· TASC programs are noted as programs intervening with drug-using defendants with tailored service and supervision plans which are key factors in program and participant success. (p.26);

· According to results from this survey, 87% of respondents maintained performance measurement data. One-third of survey respondents had participated in a study of program recidivism and 28% had commissioned an independent program evaluation. (p.29) (Maricopa County TASC maintains current data and has participated in a long-term program recidivism study which was also an independent program evaluation);
· The Maricopa County TASC pretrial diversion program has developed in-house information systems configured to program specifications (p.31);

· Model program Maricopa County TASC was the first such program in the state and is a recognized leader in providing treatment services for defendants and offenders (p.36). Maricopa County TASC is also one of the model programs that uses established, validated clinical assessment tools with their clients (p.25);

· Maricopa County TASC leads the list of final model programs (Appendix A p.37).
